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prevalence: these and other lines of argument have
all been brought forward and ably urged by different
writers, in proportion as they have struck the minds
of different observers more or less forcibly. Now,
granting that some obscure and illiterate men, re-
siding in a distant province of the Roman empire,
had plotted to impose a forgery upon the world;
though some foundation for the imposture might,
and indeed must, have been attempted to be laid;
it seems, to my understanding at least, morally im-
possible that so many different species of proofs, and
all so strong, should have lent their concurrent aid,
and have united their joint force in the Establishment
of the falsehood. It may assist the reader in esti-
mating the value of this argument, to consider, upon
how different a footing, in this respect, every other
religious system, which was ever proposed to the
world, has stood; and indeed, every other historical
fact, of which the truth has been at all contested.

CHAPTER VI.

BRIEF INQUIRY INTO THE PRESENT STATE OF
CHRISTIANITY IN THIS COUNTRY, WITH SOME
OF THE CAUSES WHICH HAVE LED TO ITS
CRITICAL CIRCUMSTANCES. ITS IMPORTANCE
TO US, AS A POLITICAL COMMUNITY ; AND
PRACTICAL HINTS FOR WHICH THE FOREGOING
CONSIDERATIONS GIVE OCCASION.

IT may not be altogether improper to remind the
Header,   that  hitherto   our  discussion,   has  been